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March 6, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt and Commissioners:

RE CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

AJAR 24 1997

. ",..'d INo. of Coptes rp..... C--.:---

Ustfl.8CDr:

I am writing in opposition to the v-chip rating system as present by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that we as parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for our children. All the parents that I have talked with would prefer a
rating system that gives parents information about the content of the programs. My standards may
not be the same as others, what I want my 14 year old to see may not be what someone else wants
their 14 year to see. I would like to make my choice after seeing what the content is. Any other
rating is useless to me as a parent. I support the National PTA in their quest for a Descriptive
Content-Based Rating System.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

• That under no circumstance should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs
such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this very important issue. This is important to our
children and to the families of this great country. We must keep our families strong.

Sincerely,

9(yz~·
JoAnn Neilson
Kaysville, Utah

~-_._---------



GROVE PARK ELEMENTARYPTA

March 6, 1997

Chairman ReedHundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919MStreet N. w., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

'')f)I'''\iAI·~L
L· t1Ii..?!1'1ii

'AfAR 24 1997

I

Re: CS DocketNumber 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

We are writing on behalfofthe National PTA and the Grove Park Elementary PT4to voice our opposition to the v­
chip rating system as presented byJack Valenti, Chair ofthe TVRating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The rating symbol on the TVscreen foes notprovide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TVprogrammingfor their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelmingparentpreference for a rating system that gives parents information about the program. A~ rating
system without content descriptions on the screen andpublicized in periodicals that carry TVscheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements ofthe
Telecommunications Act of1996. We do not believe this systems does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

1. That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

2. That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more that one
rating system;

3. That the rating icon the TVscreen be made larger, more prominentlyplaced on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course ofthe program.

4. That the rating board be independent ofthe industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

5. Thata~ rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine ofit meets
the needs ofparents.

Thankyoufor this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children andfamilies.

.li e Romani, PTA President
Lake Park, Florida

~o. of Copies rec'd
ust ,t.Ber ::: ---



Tobin School PTA VIfIII5udz
c/o Tobin $dIoaI
8501 S. Naffllllllll1S8lt
8utbank, II. 60459

March 5, 1997

MAR 241997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC commissioners
clo Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97~. FCC 97--34

I

I am writing on behalf ofthe National PTA and the Tobin School PTA to voice our opposition to the

v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on

Janual)' 17, 1997. Our PTA feels that the symbols presently provided do not give parents enough

information to reasonably judge what is appropriate programming for our children. We need to know

if programs contain violence, adult language, nudity, and lor sexual situations. The rating system

the Motion Picture Industry has developed is not specific enough. Please allow us as parents to

judge what is appropriate for our children by induding content information about the programs,

and having the rating icon appear more frequently during the programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views on this very important issue.

Sincerely,

Tobin School PTA President in Burbank,lL.

~o. ot Copies ,.1"....;'(1
Ust ABC,r·,.;. ------
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ILLINOIS CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
901 South Spring Street • Springfield, Illinois 62704
(217) 528-9617

cr:rlPY OR1GINAL
March 7, 1997

MAR 24 1997
Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

NO NO NO!

Please do not approve the TV industry's rating system.
It is LESS than useless! It tells parents and grandparents
- that's me - nothing about the programs they are choosing,
and what is more, they suppose that the maturity of a viewer
is age-based and informs what type of program they might
appropriately watch.

Frankly, as a "mature audience" member - soon to face a
60th birthday, I would appreciate using a rating system that
would prepare me for "adult language" which I find boring
and immature!

So, YES, YES, YES to a rating system which would
describe content -. for example, L for adult language, S for
sexual content, and V for violence, and which would leave
the decisions about the age at which someone might
appropriately watch such programs up to the persons
controlling the TV tuning system.

Parents need helpful information which will assist them
in making intelligent decisions regarding the TV programs
their children should be watching, and others in the viewing
audience would find such a content-based system useful for
our own viewing decisions.

Again, please do not approve the industry's proposed
system. We can and should do better!

Sincerely,

Gretchen McDowell
Past President
III inois PTA
9932 South Maplewood Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60655-1056

773-·238-·0885

~o. of CCP~9S r:eC'd_-l­
List ABCDt:



SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DOCKET ~n F, COpy OR!GINAl

--.II elf P.TA-
I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the 7TD\me> .......LVtoc/Oocal, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,}997.The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U S. News and UfJrld Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil­
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether t..~e industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act ofl996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for languagej;

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow-parents to receive more than
one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to deterIPine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name
Town, State

---------------



March 1997

Chairman Re¢d Hundt and FCC Commissioners
do Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
vVashington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt and Commissioners,

I am writing on be
rating system as
Group, on Jan

Thankyoutl
pmgran1s
want to 1m
language.
only? I
girls or yo

The FCC,
statutory re·
system does

A rating system
- content

caut!
- Rating board
- V-chip band broa

I Altl,[( 2~ 1997

DOCKET fiLE COpy ORIGINAL

sition to the v-chip
ementation

.and include parents
more than 1 system,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on such an important issue affecting the youth
ofour country· they are our most important resource and the leaders of tomorrow.

Sipcerely yours,

,d'tt<6~~
Barb Bungard, Ohio PTA District 13 Director
2445 Call Road Stow, Ohio 44224

No. of Copies rec'd /
list A.8CDr: --:....--



Susan U. Eby
5800 Craigin Bluffcourt
Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 /-:-

March 5, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Connnissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StreetN.W~Room222
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55~FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writin.g on behalfofthe National PTA to voice my oppo.sition to the v-chip
rating system as presented by Jack Va1ent~ Chair ofthe TV Ratin,g Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. I am active in the PTA's in my children's schools and talk
frequently with other parents. No one with whom I have discussed this matter agrees with
this ratin~ system. It is age-based rather than descriptive ofthe content ofthe television
prograIP.

The proposed rating system is similar to the one used by the motion picture
industry which is also flawed in its ~e-based nature. What is appropriate for one .13 year
old, for example, may not be appropriate for another child ofthat age. It is much more
informative to know whether theprozram contains violence, sexual content and/or nudity,
or adult language. Parents need to be able to make informed decisions about their
children's viewing habits, rather than accede to these decisions being made by someone
else. Please consider replacing the proposed rating system for one that contains content
informat;oo.

I would also like to see these ratings included in television listings in the
newspaper and television~uides, as well as displayed for a lon.ger period of time durin~

the program itself. The current briefdisplay ofthe rating at the beginning ofa show is
inadequa.te~

The newspapers and television news programs have cited numerous parental
surveys that overwhel.mipgly support.a content-based rating system. Please listen to these
comments and make appropriate changes in any rating system you may adopt.

Thank Y9u for this opportunity to comment on an issue which is so important
because ofthe pervasive nature ofthe television medium.

Sincerely.,

/~tW-U··rJa
Susan U. Eby No. of Copies rec'd /

List ABCDE "----
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COLORADO PTA
6000 E. Evans Ave.
Suite 1-300
Denver, CO 80222
(303) 758-3466 (PTA)
(303) 758-3601 (FAX)

4, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt
FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

CS DOCKET NO. 97-55,FCC 97-34

Dear Mr. Hundt:

For 100 years, PTA has led grassroots efforts to appeal to
Congress on issues concerning children. We serve as advocates
for children, and our parents are speaking loudly and clearly
for the need for a tv rating system that gives them
comprehensive, objective details about televesion programs.

We oppose the v-chip rating system proposed in January and urge
you to have a rating system that will include content descriptors
as a part of the icon on the screen and in TV periodicals.

We are requesting your support for a content based rating system
that is preferred by parents.

Sincerely,

:Lrtt~
SUE ANDERSON
PRESIDENT, COLORADO PTA

cc: Joan Dykstra

No. ot Copiesrecld~
UstABCDE
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March 6, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA, the Utah State PTA and my 18 grandchildren. I
would like to voice my concerns over the v-chip rating system presented by Jack Valenti, on
January 17, 1997. This rating system does not provide sufficient content information for parents
to make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for th~ir children. Parents want to
have sufficient information to make those choices for their children, and not have the TV industry
make those decisions for them.. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized information in TV scheduling periodicals is useless.

I urge the FCC to not accept any rating system that does not include content information about
the programs such as V(violence), S(sexual depiction) and L(language). Also, the FCC should
require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system. It
would be absolutely mandatory to include parents on the rating board, and the rating system
approved by the FCC should be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue which is so important to children and
families.

,;;~,g:/~
Mare~ B. Horton
1570 North 1500 West
Provo, Utah 84604
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kpnb@voyager.net <kpnb@voyager.net>
A4.A4(fccinfo)
2/27/97 9:08pm
TV ratings

j'V~r:I{CT: ,~: l 'r,' 1......./ "," ','".

I'm concerned that the TV ratings don't reflect the content of the commercials aired. We were recently watching
Jeopardy (rated TV-G), and saw graphic scenes from an R rated theater movie. Is there a standard for commercials
that requires (encourages) they be rated no worse than the TV show they're aired with?

Peg Beutler

'MAR 24 1991
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The Honorable Reed Hendt, Chainnan
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Honorable Mr. Hendt:

I am writing to voice my opposition to the age-based TV rating system. I believe
that a content-based system where viewing choice can be made based on specific
information would be a more valuable tool to parents. It is my understanding that
the National PTA recently did a survey that showed 80% of parents favored a
content-based system (compared to 20% for an age-based system).

A content-based rating system would also give parents the right to judge what
material is acceptable for their children rather than leave that choice to the
television industry. As parents, that is a "right" that we are entitled to and the fact
that the television industry has taken the liberty to decide what is appropriate
content for our children to view is wrong. There are different standards of suitability
for children which are a part of each family. The content-based system would allow
each family unit select programs based on their own individual standards. It is also
my understanding that 17 out of 18 of the nation's leading children's experts judge
the age-based system inadequate, while it is almost unanimous that content
should be an essential aspect of a rating system. How can one really think that the
television industry can objectively rate themselves? After all, is not their prime
concern ratings?

Also, the "family hour" needs to be restored!

I thank you for your time in reading this letter and giving consideration to this, and
I'm sure, many other requests for change in the rating system.

Sincerely,

~trzc lIn~-PK'lLt(~Gc­
Hope M. Pichura
315 Fairview St.
Johnson City, NY 13790-1475

February 28, 1997
/p
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CONNIE WILLIAMS

764 Wakendaw Btvd
Mt Pleasant S.C. 29464

Telephone 803-881-1122
Fax 803-881-8919

MAR 2 4 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554
CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Mr. Hundt,

Please change the current television rating system/rom the age-based to
a cQntent-based caliDa system. The television industry representatives came
up with this present system. Lets "fine tune" it into the trash where it
belongs. Let the parents have their choice. A content-based rating system
was favored 5-tol by parents in a PTA study.

You wonder why our kids are having such problems? Cut on the TV and
you will see the influences ofviolence, sex and bad language being lived out
before your eyes during the supposed "family hour". Under the present
rating system, designed by those who produce all of the TV trash, it is
impossible to know the exact content of the show. Parents differ as to what
they allow at certain ages. Some parents are lax and some parents are strict.
Some children are immature and some are mature. That is why we want a
content based guide.

If there were no relationship between seeing and doing, we would have
no advertisers. Children act our what they see. Wake up smell the coffee
and restore the "famil~ hour" with a content based guide.

Sincerely yours, .

~~
Connie Williams

No. of Copies rec·d'---_/_
list ASCDE



Tce~
Nati~l Aoociation For

family &Community Education

MAR 2~ 1997

~.'-...

February, 1997

The Honorable~E~~:;w
Federal Commun~ Commis~f6n
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner ~~~k2/~_~~6e~~-~~-~-P~~'~---~

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission
to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings system.

The National ASROCi.tljio.n ~or Family & Community Education and
its affiliate, L~~J State Association,
are grass-t'oots organiz~onswh1ch have been actively involved
in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned
that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

Th e que s t ion s ge nera ted by the cur r e n t
ratings system deserve a public hearing.
such a hearing soon on this issue which
families in America today.

Sincerely,

age-based television
We urge you to hold
is so important to

;:'.J
~

~ '- ~.

~,""_'''l

~J; -c..o
--:

_________ ~_~~~~.:~{~ ~~8~:·59631«<-5,.·8orli......::':::i:::~':5%7Fu. ~·586·8"B
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fBBRllAR'Y Zl. 1001

MR. REED HUNDGf
fEDBRAL €UMMUNI€AGfIOll8 ~()MMI88If)N

IQIQ M. SerRBBGf N.W.
WASIIIN~GfUN.re ZO§Qj4

DEAR MR. HUNIf£:

I AM WRIG£IN~AS~IN~G£HAG£ GfHB NEW RAG£IN~

S'YSG£BM flB RMBerBD AS IGf NUW SG£ANDS.
UNDBR G£HE :PREGfENSE UF PRUVIDIN~ HBLP G£U

{)ARBNG£S. G£HB INDUsern'Y HAS DUNE G£HB UJ)OOSIG£E.
GfHEC1}' G£BLL J)AR.ENGfS GfHAGf ALL J)ROORAMS RAerED
GfV",C1}'. G£V""1. G£V~. G£V""J)~. AND G£V"'14-. R:E6A.R.DLE8S OF
~()NGfENG£UR erIIBHB. ARB SmG£AflLB FOR ~IDS AND
Gj~uuerH AND eBer erHIS"""''''''''GfHE J)ERSON WHO
J)RODU€BS erHB J)RO~RAM IS GJ'HE ONB WHU RAGJ'ES IGJ'!
NO :IlWucr FROM G£HE VffiWIN~ J)lffiLle IS ALLOWED.
G£HERB WILL flB NO €ONSISGfBNG£ J)BRSJ)EffIVE USED IN
GJ'HB RAGJ:'IN~S SINeB HUNDREDS OF DIFFERBNGf
INDIVIDl1AL8 WILL BB OOIN~ G£HB RAGfIN~S MSBD ON
<THEIR OWN ING£ERBSG£.

8IN€ERELC1}' C1}'OIIRS.

No. of Copies rec'dL
UstABCDE
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February 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Conununications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner--------

We are writing to urge the Federal Conul1unications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of its
review ofthe television industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North Carolina Extension
Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family issues
for the past 60 years. We are concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television rating
system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a public hearing. We
urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.
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February, 1997

The Honorable ,/0 ((L'i:;£~'j/,·{rl;
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554 ORIGiNAL

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold
a public hearing as part of its review of the television industry's ratings
system.

The National.Association For Family and Community Education and its
affiliate. __~J... State Association. are grass-roots
organizatio-~~Which have been actively involved in family issues for the
past 60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented ratings system does not address the needs of
parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings
system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing
soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely,
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